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Can interior design students use creativity to make daily existence better for human beings, other living things or the earth? 

The IDEC Justice Network proposes to spread an idea inspired by Bryan Bell, founder of Design Corps, a non-profit group dedicated to world betterment through design. The idea is simple, but potentially profound. 

1. Have your interior design students find a real-life problem that could be made better through a design of some kind. 

2. Have them create and install a small, meaningful design solution, either temporary or permanent. 

3. Then have students observe what happens when people encounter and use their environmental idea.

An example: 
Interior design student Mohn Anaz noticed that visitors entering the interior design department offices at his school had no logical place to put their dripping umbrellas on frequent rainy days. He fashioned a simple holder that would allow the umbrellas to dry in their extended position, and in the process created a changing sculptural piece that enhanced the foyer.

To keep the project small and meaningful, we recommend you introduce the project no earlier than the afternoon of Thursday, October 25th, then give your students (either single students or teams) 36 hours to conceive and execute the project. 

Please note the students’ projects must be safe and conform to local codes and other restrictions. Responsibility for student projects rests with the sponsoring institution and not IDEC or the IDEC Social Justice Network. 

Have a significant part of the project occur (such as installation) on Saturday, October 27, National Make a Difference Day. To complete the project, direct your students to document the design idea with photographs and a one-page description using the template at the Make a Difference Project website: http://www.idec.org/resource/special.html. View an example of this documentation page.
After you have reviewed their work, have the students request your sponsorship of their project and then direct them to email their documentation sheet to jpable@mailer.fsu.edu by Monday, November 5th. Educators of the IDEC Social Justice Network will compile the ideas and will post them for all to see at the IDEC Social Justice Network website, plus present them to other interior design educators at the 2008 Annual IDEC Conference in Montreal and beyond. 

If enough design students participate with innovative ideas, we could also win $10,000 through the Make a Difference Competition sponsored by the Paul Newman Fund. These funds will be donated to the National Coalition for the Homeless, spreading the Make a Difference design influence further.

Questions?  Contact the IDEC Social Justice Network co-chair Jill Pable at jpable@fsu.edu.

Please consider getting your teaching colleagues and their students involved as well! Download and share this flyer with them.
1. Have students download the documentation template. They complete the sheet with their text and photos, then save the completed document. They can also view an example of a completed documentation sheet.
IMPORTANT: 

· DEADLINE for submittal is Monday, November 5th, 2007.

· Submittals are limited to one page per student or student team project. 

· There is no limit to the number of student or student team projects a student can submit.

2. Have your students submit their documentation.
They will compose an email to Jill Pable, co-chair of the IDEC Social Justice Network:
Address: jpable@mailer.fsu.edu
Subject line: Make a Difference Project

Include the following in the message:

· Name of the student project

· Student name(s)
· Sponsoring instructor name
· Name of program or department
· Name of institution
· Student contact information including phone number

Attach the documentation sheet to the email.

An email will be sent to the student confirming receipt of their submittal.
The Social Justice Network will post all submittals to the IDEC Social Justice Network website in January 2008 and intends to present them at the 2008 Annual IDEC Conference in Montreal. The Social Justice Network reserves the right to deny posting of any entry due to content, professionalism, or other factors.
Questions or comments? Please email Jill Pable, IDEC Social Justice Network co-chair at jpable@fsu.edu.
