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IDEC Presents Community Service Award at the 2011 Annual Conference
The inaugural IDEC Community Service Award was presented on Friday, March 18 during the Interior Design Educators Council (IDEC) Annual Conference in Denver, Colorado. The award recognizes and honors a significant contribution of community service associated with the discipline of interior design by an individual or group at a national, regional or local level. 
The 2011 winner is Janetta McCoy of Washington State University. Dr. McCoy recognized the ability for designers to assist a rural town in Washington State to begin to thrive in a time of economic decline. 

By 2005, the community of Ritzville (population 1762) was experiencing the combination of a highway skirting the town, off-ramp chain-type businesses, and poor signage resulting in traffic bypassing the beautiful, old-town core of the city. Dr. McCoy spent five years studying rural towns’ economic crises and started to address these problems with her studio courses by using design options to revitalize Ritsville’s economy. Interdisciplinary design teams began by developing ideas for an abandoned school. 

When the initial plan proved too expensive, the students proposed a Center for Historic Preservation Trades. The center is now a reality and Ritzville has been holding workshops for preservation trades. The town has gained incredible respect for the power of design. This had led to similar projects in other small towns and the development of the Rural Communities Design Initiative.

The Interior Design Educators Council (IDEC) is an international organization with the mission of advancing interior design education, scholarship and service. Founded in 1963, IDEC has over 800 members.  For more information, go online to www.idec.org.
