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Creative Scholarship Competition at 2011 IDEC Annual Conference 
Showcases Design Projects and Creative Work 

The winners of the 2011 IDEC Creative Scholarship were announced Saturday, March 19 during the Interior Design Educators Council (IDEC) Annual Conference in Denver, Colorado. Two overall show awards were presented along with first and second place winners in two categories: art and design.
The Best of Show award was presented to Annie Coggan from Mississippi State University for a building project titled “Baseline.” Jurors commented, “We loved the way this house works with extreme constraints and rules to produce a stunning piece of architecture. It is a minimal attitude to the building’s conception with maximum results.”

Merit of Distinction honors went to “The Willing Room: Poetic Projections of Home” by Kathleen Fritz, Savannah College of Art and Design. This installation used reclaimed materials to translate six original poems into the memory and feeling states of relationships embodied in the home. The jurors added, “The use of varied materials within the installation creates intriguing juxtapositions between each room. The plan was thoughtful and well-articulated in the presentation.”

The art category included two- and three-dimensional work including acrylics, wood, clay, metals, glass, mixed media, photography, electronic media, etc.

The first place entry by Maura Schaffer of Purdue University titled “Red Velvet Wedding Cake” depicted the wedding cake as a symbol of fertility. The jurors commented, “This work epitomizes the melding of design, creativity, performance, and art history. The interactive quality of the work adds a performance element that demands participatory action from the viewer.”
The second place entry by Tad Gloeckler of the University of Georgia titled, “Core- an exploration environment” presents a mobile cart that manually transforms to a sheltered exploration environment. Jurors praised the work’s intricate craftsmanship, aesthetically pleasing presentation, and playful dynamic.
The design category encompassed conceptual and/or completed projects including residential design, commercial design, lighting, stage set, exhibition design, etc.

The first place entry, “Hand Making History” by Annie Coggan of Mississippi State University, tried to answer questions of economics, sensibility, and cultural values by reinventing the material culture of the subject. The jurors wrote, “We were moved by the stories, research, and deep narrative of each piece. The chairs are somewhat eccentric and awkward but carry a refreshingly unique and authentic, aesthetic agenda.”
The second place winning entry, “Florals” by Igor Siddiqui, University of Texas Austin, is an investigation of three-dimensional surface patterns produced through the exploration of dynamic relationships between digital and material processes. Jurors said, “We loved the design process and technique of this work. The project moved beautifully from 2D conception to 3D speculation then a final stunning material translation. The detail and surface resolution are quite successful.”
The Creative Scholarship competition received 52 submissions of which 14 were accepted to present at the conference and be judged. Images of the winning projects are online at www.idec.org/events/2011.php. 
The Interior Design Educators Council (IDEC) is an international organization with the mission of advancing interior design education, scholarship and service. Founded in 1963, IDEC has over 800 members.  For more information, go online to www.idec.org.
